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Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes

“A great portent appeared in heaven”

Rev 11:19;12:1,10

God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his
temple; and there were flashes of lightning, voices, peals of thunder, an earthquake,
and heavy hail. And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. And
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.

Undoubtedly, the great sign that appeared in heaven — the woman clothed with the
sun — can be interpreted as the Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Redeemer. In fact, she
is often depicted as she is described in the Book of Revelation. Today, we celebrate the
memory of Our Lady of Lourdes, which invites us to reflect on the great miracles that
God has worked and continues to work, and on the fruit that these miracles should
bear: awakening faith in people. But is there any guarantee that they will always achieve

this? In any case, Lourdes has become a great sign for the Church.

To this day miraculous healings continue to take place at the site of the apparition.
Because in our time great value is placed on science, all cases of extraordinary healings
at Lourdes are subjected to thorough investigation. Once it is established that there is

no biological explanation for the phenomenon, it is referred to as a miracle.

However, there is no guarantee that a miracle - however obvious and "proven" - will
automatically lead people to believe in God. Certainly in France there are hardly any
people who have not heard of Lourdes and the "scientifically proven” miracles that
occur there. However, precisely in France there is a lot of disbelief and hostility towards
the Church. One would think that it would be so easy for any Frenchman to travel to
Lourdes or to read serious reports about these events, and then to find faith by sceing
such miracles. But unfortunately this is not the case. Then the big question arises: Why

don't they believe?



Miracles that are physically evident may arouse great astonishment and shock, but they
do not necessarily penetrate the heart. Something similar happens with the Word of
God: although it is objectively the truth, not every person is touched by it and changes

his or her life. If it were that simple, the world would not be as it is.

It all depends on the disposition of the person, on whether he allows himself to be
touched by God and everything he sees, so that he changes his life and opens his heart
to the Lord. Miracles such as those at Lourdes bear witness to the goodness and
tenderness of God, who invites us again and again to conversion and to a deeper trust

in Him.

But there are also signs and miracles that God performs to urge people to turn away
from their evil ways and turn to Him. Chapter 16 of Revelation describes plagues that
fall upon mankind, showing people the need for conversion under dramatic and stormy

circumstances:

"The fourth angel emptied his bowl over the sun and it was made to scorch people with its
flames; but though people were scorched by the fierce heat of it, they cursed the name of God
who had the power to cause such plagues, and they would not repent and glorify him." (Rev
16:8-9).

We always come back to the question of the human heart, for it depends on it whether
it is open or closed to God's action; it depends on it whether we rejoice in God's
wonders and heed His warnings, or whether, on the contrary, we pursue our course
with indifference. That is why it is so important that we walk our way with great

vigilance and that we open our hearts more and more to God.

As we come to the end of this meditation, I would like to tell you about a miracle we
experienced in the Agnus Dei community. On a day like today, February 11, 1985, the
feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, we started Perpetual Adoration in our monastery in
Germany as a small community. This means that at every moment, day and night, one
of us is praying in front of the Blessed Sacrament. Even though some members of the
community have passed away and we are now very few in number, this constant prayer
is still maintained. This miracle, though different from those at Lourdes or those related

in Holy Scripture, inspires in us a deep gratitude to God.



God alone knows what Perpetual Adoration means for His Kingdom of God! Therefore,
my gratitude goes first of all to God, who gives us the grace to carry it out; as well as to

all those who, with great fidelity, serve this mission.

Meditation on the day's Gospel: https://en.elijamission.net/the-pure-heart-3/



