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God alone is the true hope
Lk 21:34-36

“Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened by debauchery and drunkenness and
the cares of life, and that day will come upon you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will
come down on all those living on the face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times
for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to hold your ground before the

Son of man”.

In today's Gospel, Jesus gives us the crucial guideline to be prepared, both for the Last
Judgement and for the "birth pains” that precede it. Jesus addresses these words to His
disciples, that is, to those who have already decided to follow Him. Thus, he also speaks

directly to us, and it is up to us to pass on to others the essence of Jesus' warnings.

The Lord mentions vice, drunkenness and the worries of life as elements that limit our
vigilance. He is certainly not referring only to excesses in alcohol; but to a whole way of
life that lacks sobriety, that feeds on false expectations and desires, so that it is not able to
correctly interpret the signs of the times. Ideologies can also "intoxicate" us, when, instead
of putting our trust in God, we put it in people who are not without error. One also lacks
sobriety when one allows oneself to be carried away by the currents of the times and by
what is politically correct. It can go so far that one becomes infected by the general
blindness that one no longer sees things from God's perspective, but even interprets them

wrongly.

But we also neglect our vigilance when we become entangled in the concerns of everyday
life, when earthly realities absorb our thoughts and actions to such an extent that we are
no longer able to read the signs of the times. In this context, the Lord even draws the
comparison of a snare that will fall on the inhabitants of the earth: “Wasch yourselves, or
your hearts will be coarsened by debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day
will come upon you unexpectedly, like a trap’.

These are very clear words! We must understand that a snare may be laid for us, a trap, so
that - if possible - we will no longer be able to get out of it and we will be caught in that
blindness which does not allow us to be on the watch for the Day of the Lord. It is not
easy to counteract this blindness and to unmask the traps into which many people have
already fallen, and unfortunately even some of the faithful. The remedy to get rid of the



blindness and escape the traps is vigilance and prayer. Nowhere, except in the Lord
Himself, can we find true security. Everything can be shaken, and that is why the Lord
insists that it is necessary to be ever watchful. This is far more important than any purely
intellectual speculation or reflection. We must simply be aware that salvation is in the Lord
alone. This is also what happens on the way of purification, in which we are deprived of
all our securities, until our soul is entirely anchored in God and united with Him.

We are now on the threshold of the Advent Season and the new liturgical year. We must
not allow the difficult situation of the world to deprive us of joy and tenderness before the
coming of Jesus. No! The Good News announced by the angels to the shepherds remains
ever valid (cf. Lk 2:10-14)! This message of salvation must be brought to mankind: in His
Son, the Heavenly Father has opened wide the doors of His Heart to us, so that through
Jesus we may come to Him and remain with Him forever.

Let us combine this joy with watchfulness for the Second Coming of Jesus at the End
Times. The Day of the Lord is at hand, and we must soberly note thar “the light shines in
darkness, and darkness could not overpower it” (Jn 1:5); the Son of Man “came to his own
and his own people did not accept him” (Jn 1:11).

A tender and loving relationship with the Child in the manger does not contradict the
vigilance of a "warrior of the light", who seeks to escape the snares of darkness, just as the

Lord did in the time of His earthly life (cf. e.g. Mt 21:23-27). Let us joyfully assimilate
this exclamation of the prophet Isaiah:

“Look! though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples, on you Yahweh is rising and
over you his glory can be seen” (Isa 60:2).

May God grant that men may recognise this light! He is the only true hope!



